Introduction
Aggressive behavior is one of the leading conversations in the educational world today. In fact, aggressive behavior has always been an issue in schools everywhere in America. However, in today’s society, aggressive behavior in students have become a risk factor in schools. It not only affects the schools, but it also affects the home and community environment. This kind of behavior has led to an increase of poor academic success, increased homicide and suicide rates, attendance, etc. Barnard (1992) projected that the cycle of crimes committed by adolescents will continue if society does not address the problem with a definite solution for the termination of it existence. There are many different reasons why a child behaves aggressively and perform poorly academically. One reason a child may behave aggressively is because they are longing to gain respect from their peers and/or teacher. They might feel that acting aggressively is a way to solve problems and deal with anger issues and frustration. Some children are afraid of being rejected by their peers; therefore, they are forced to participate in acts outside of their norm (Hecht, Inderbitzen, and Bukowski, 1998). 
Some may feel that aggressive behavior is a normal part of growing up as a child. However, educators need to understand that aggressive behavior is not normal at all, and it could cause serious problems with things such as grades, behavior, attendance, etc. Some aggressive behaviors are a clear indicator of another disorder that the child might be dealing with in their lives. All stakeholders need to be attentive to certain behaviors among youth. By doing this there is a good chance that aggression, poor academic performance, and poor attendance will decrease. This will ensure that the school environment is more effective and safer. 
Many studies show that negative peer and parental involvement is a cause of aggressive behavior. According to Cillessen (2002), violence among children and youth is a serious concern, as evidenced by the intense media coverage of incidents such as the school shootings at Columbine High School in Littleton, Colorado, and locally at Pearl High School in Pearl Mississippi. The study concluded that the violence portrayed by the youth involved in the shootings were rejected by their peers and had very little or no parents involved in their lives. 
Researchers has proven that children are heavily influenced by their peers and long parental involvement when they carry out acts of violence and mischievous behavior. Cillessen (2002) discovered that the youths involved in these school shootings were rejected by their peers and had little or no parental involvement in their lives. Most adolescents are afraid to be rejected at school by their peers, so they are compelled to participate in things that are not normal in their nature. It is important to a young child to have peer acceptance. The healthy development of a child can be highly affected by peers and how they are accepted amongst them. Studies have shown that youth that are rejected by other peers are more likely to become stressed and miserable. Some students have even suffered from mental health disorders. 
Improving aggressive behavior can improve things such as academic performance and attendance. In order to alter such behaviors and improve positive outcomes like grades, attendance, and relationships, there need to be strategies put in place that are proven to work and are inclusive of all stakeholders. Restorative Justice practices, in the classroom, is a way that educators can improve aggressive behaviors. These strategies are not only used by educators, but they are used by and for parents. These strategies are great peer influenced behaviors as well. The Restorative Justice is a system of justice strategies that focuses on mediation and agreement rather than punishment. Using this system, students must learn how to accept responsibility of actions and make amends with peers, teachers, and/or parents. Instead of altering bad behavior through the normal forms of discipline, students are able to solve issues respect, responsibility, relationship building, and relationship repairing.  
Parents are also encouraged to use these strategies at home to support school. Parents play a vital role in the lives of their children; therefore they should create an environment in which their children are nurtured and loved to prevent antisocial and aggressive behaviors such as fighting, stealing, defiance, lying, and etc. (Ramsden and Hubbard, 2002).  Restorative Justice believes that parental involvement is important to altering aggressive behavior therefore improving academics and attendance. 
Statement of Problem
[bookmark: _Hlk66290559]The purpose of this study is to determine if implementing a Restorative Justice system in public schools will improve aggressive behavior, academics, and attendance amongst students. 
Significance of the Study
This study will determine if implementing a Restorative Justice system in public schools will improve aggressive behavior, academics, and attendance amongst students. In addition, this study will seek to analyze how teachers could involvement parents more in implementing the system and what affects it may have on the student. It is expected that this research will increase awareness about the problem of adolescent aggression in schools and homes. By increasing awareness and implementing restorative strategies, it is presumed that the number of aggressive actions among students will decrease. This action research will try to stimulate collaboration among parents, teachers, peers, and some other stakeholders in hopes to increase scholastic academics and attendance. 
This study will provide information and data that is necessary for school administrators, educators, counselors, and other staff members in public schools. As these people become acquainted with the system and how to implement it, it is expected that more preventative and restorative actions and programs will be implemented in public schools. 
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